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EDICATIQN.* 




My Lord, 

Am diverted from a former intention of 

addreffing the following pages to the 
King, by an opinion, univerfally enter- 
tained among the public, that he ftill con- 
tinues intirely under the guidance and influ- 
ence of your counfels, with refpedt to his 
political conduct. 

The grievance here prefented to your ob- 
fervation, is not fuggefted by the faftious 
voice of a difappointed, felfifh, clamorous fet 
of men, whofe pretentions to patriotifm ge- 
nerally bear date from the time of their dif- 
miffion from office, but is a reafonable arid 
calm remonftrance in behalf of a brave and 
valuable, but oppreffed clafs of people, whofe 
poverty and htlplefs fituation, fufficiently ex- 
clude them from the notice or regard, of the 
mere place-hunting oppofers of a miniftry. 

* The above is a copy of an intended dedication to 
a pamphlet in the reign of George II. addrelTed "to his 
favourite, and was written in the year 1742-3, 

I think 
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I think it not altogether improper, ta pre-: 
mife fome apology for the freedom of flile 
you will meet with, in my reprefentations 

on this fubjeft> which, however, has not been 

affumed with a view of giving offence, but 
from a neceffity, arifing from the unfeeling 
arrogance, with which his Majefty's mini- 
sters perfift in refufing to pay the fmalleft 
attention, to redrefs this evil, after fo many 
complaints. 
If there had not been inftances of it in for- 

+ 

mer periods, one fhould be apt to impute it 
to that lordly maxim, that prevails among the 

nobles of your country, of confidering the 

lower orders of the people as their vaffals, 

which is a notion that hath been adopted 
and gained ground very faft among the great 

men in England, within thefe lajl ten years. 
However, to the glory of our anceftors me- 
mory, there do flill fubfift in this nation, 
certain land-marks, for bounding even the 
prerogative of royalty, which are too vifible 
to be miftaken, although fo often injured and 
defaced. 

Before we proceed further on this fubjedl, 

I muft take leave to introduce to your lord- 
fhip's notice, a quotation from the famous 
declaration in Magna Chart a, viz. (t No freer 



a 



man 
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* f man fhall be taken or imprifotied, or dif* 
*« feifed of his freehold or free cuftoras, or 
** outlawed wbaniftxd, ox any *my &t&xoyt&> 

tw will we oafs upon him, or commit him 
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peers 




Fortunately for this country, it is equally 
Impcffible for the moft feaden capacity to 
mjiipprebetid* or for the moft artful fopbijl to 
■evade the force of this declaration, neither 
ca*i it be invalidated by any aft, even of the 

e power of the flare. The King has 
been taught (with great propriety) by you, 

in his fpeeches to his people, to addrefs himfelf 

to them, as their political father, and to de- 
clare to them, that henvill ftew as much 
tenc&raefs to their rights, as to his own. 

Give me leave to mention fome traniac- 
t-ions, wider pur influence f that have a ftroiig 
reference to thefe declarations. 

A. periodical paper is publiflied, wherein 

the author reproaches the minifter, with put- 
ting a fal&ood into the mouth of his prince, 
which -reproach was univerfalJy believed to 

•fee jjaft. 

Has not your royal pupil, at your inftiga- 
lion, perfevered in the moft unrelenting per- 
•&cution of that author, although the rights 

of 
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of the fubje<ft were violated in the groiTeft 
manner, to afcertain the identity of his per- 
fon ? Was not the man who had been guilty 
of this violation, countenanced by the King 

while he was known to be praftifing every 
mean chicane that could be fuggefted, to 

evade a fair trial ? and was not that evafan 
made ufe of, to gratify your joint revenge by 
another notorious aft of injuftice ? 

Did not the king fiortly after, by your in- 
fluence replace this violator of the conftitu- 

tion in one of the^r/? departments of admi- 
niftration ? Could the thirft of revenge fo 
blind your underftanding, as not to fufFer 

you to difcern the illegality of the fteps that 
were taken in purfuit of it ? or was it poffi- 

ble you fhould be either regardlefsi or not 

aware, to what an unfeemly fituation you re- 
duced your Sovereigu, by pufliing him on 
to the indecorum of fhewing his particular 
favour and confidence to a man, who had 

been fo recently and fignoWy Jligmatized for a 
breach of the laws, while a penjioned majority 

of the late houfe of commons, were fo infd- 
moujly fervile, as to become the tools of your 
fpleen by expelling the objeB of it from their 
proftitute fociety ? Do you imagine the peo- 
ple have fo very mean an opinion of yotfr 

abilities, 
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abilities, as to fuppofe it pqjfible, that either 
of you were inconfeious, that in thefe pro- 
ceedings, there was not the leafi degree of 
tendernefs for the peoples rights, mingled 
with the meafurekfs refentment you in- 
dulged ? 

Are we to conclude, that his Majefty feels 
lefs relu&ance in praBifing a falfhood, than 

in faffering his favourite to be reproached 'for 
it? 

Was the odium of thefe a<5ts difgnifed or 
kjfened by your attempts to retaliate his 
crime, (a libel) in employing hireling pens' 
to blacken his private character, which' 
(though utterly indefenfible) did in no wife in- 
terfere with the merits of his caufe ? B:fides* 

you could furely fet up for a Ccnfor of other 
people's vices with a very ill grace, while^ 

that diabolical cue of revenge was rankling in 
your own breafi 

Can you impofe fo far on your royal dif- 
ciple, as to make him believe, his people 

impute all this to his pure hatred to vice and 
immorality, while they behold that perfidious 
and abandoned wretch L. S. fo fingularlf- 

diftinguifhed by his favour? Muft they not- 

b rather ; 
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rather wonder that he fhould efcape this w- 



? 



turns rage of their pious Sovereign \ 
Has he from you imbibed the fhameful 

maxim, that a prince may difpenfe with a 

regard to truth, provided he inforces the 
motto Nemo me impune objurgat ? 

Ought this indirect and conftnjdtive af- 
front to one man to be deemed of equal con-, 
fequence with the known cruelty that is exer- 
cifed, in the execution of prefs-warrants, 
^hereby the king, contrary to the letter and 



fptrit of the law, and to his own declarations, 
fittingly and willingly permits his preroga- 
tive to be extended to the feizure of his in- 
nocent fubjefts, in the lawful refiftance pf 
ythich oppreffion, they are frequently wound- 

ed } and obliged to undergo the woft barba^ 

■ 4 

rpus treatment ? 
Have the common Sailors forfeited their 

political relation to their Sovereign, or has 

he been told, that their poverty and helplefs 

ftate exclude them from a right to his protecr 
tjon ? He has not renounced 'them fo far as to 
abjolve then* from their allegiance \ does he 
think that oppreffion is a decent return from 
? Britifh king to his bejl fubjefts, for the moft 
important fervices ? Have $is family been re- 
quited 
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quited in this ungenerous and unhandfome man- 
ner, for the benefits confered on us by their 
eondefcending to accept the crown of thefe 

realms ? 

Has he been taught that detefiable tenet, 
that there is no obligation from a prince to 
his people, below a certain level-, and that po- 
verty and criminality may be regarded* 
among great men, as convertible terms ? 

By what logical dedudions will you un- 
dertake to prove, that this violent Jlniin of 
the prerogative, is reconcileable either to his 
declarations from the throne 3 or to his coro- 
nation oath ? or how will you be able to con- 
vince any man, of tolerable underftandirigj 
and an ingenuous difpofition, that it is not a 
high violation of both ? Will you pretend 
to affirm, that if a king of this country was 
to add to the illegality of this meafure, the 
imprudence of putting himfelf at the head of a 

prefs-gang, and was to loje his life by the hands 

of an innocent fubjeft, whofe perfon he was 
attempting to feize, by virtue of this affumed 

prerogative ? Will you affirm (I fay) that 

by the laws of the land, that perfon would, 
be deemed guilty of treafon or murtler ? Or 
muft you not acknowledge, that an honeft 

juryman would be under the necefity of 

h a ; acquitting 



i 

** 
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acquitting him, as having done it in the lav>* 



} 



Jul defence of his perfon and libert 1 
. If you were to attempt to reply to the re- 

monftrances on this head, you muft be forced 
to recur to that ftale, hackneyed plea of 
neceffity, which fuperfedes all laws ; and, 

Vfhenzvcv fucfj a neceffity really exifls, I will 

pot difpute the validity, of the plea. 

But will any man of common knowledge 



fuch 



} 



ever cxifted within bis memory i 

The neceflities that have hitherto been 
made the plea for this meafure, have arifen 

fgkly from the arrogance and fupine inatten- 
tion of the fupreme power, in difdaining to 
give themfelves the fmalleft concern, to make 
any provifion againfi: this abominable expe- 
dient, which can never be juftified (at leaft 
in a land of freedom) but in cafes of the lajl 
extremity ; whereas, this is done when there 



rfalktnt 



pojjibh 



ell 



difi 



difgraceful dilemma he fuffers himfelf to be 

reduced to, when in order to palliate this 
meafure, he is driven to take up this plea 

of a neceffity, which (he muft be confeious) 
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could never exift, but by his fufferance? 
Does not this plea, inftead of extenuating, in- 
hance the reproach ? Is it not fubjiituting an 
indireB falfliood to defend a breach of faith ? 
Permit me to afk, whether any friend of 
your lordfhip or the King, would not have 
thought the epithet of perjured villain, jujllf 

bellowed on the author of the South Briton, 

if he had been guilty of any aftion, as con- 

irary to his oath, as thefe prefs-warrants are 
to Magna Charta 1 

' Is it not the moft fhamelefs indecency in 
the advocates of the crown, to defend their 
royal mafter, upon the other plea of cuftom, 
as if his ideas of honour were upon a level 
with thofe of the fervants of a certain com- 
pany, or of a petty trader at the cuftom- 
houfe, to whom habit has rendered perjury 
as familiar as any ordinary occurrence in the 
courfe of their bufinefs ? 

His majefty cannot plead ignorance in this 
point, imlefs he will renounce all pretenfion 
to underftand plain Englijh when he reads it. 

Cuti it then be matter either of wpAt or 

complaint, that people lofe their rroetence for 

crowned heads, when they fee with what 
facility and indifference they violate the moft 

facred obligations ? 

But 
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But if we are never to behold our mo- 



• firings -, i] 
clear eji cafe 



flapp 



four to a pofin 



him at leaft praftife a negative one, which 
indeed is all that is requifite on his part, to 
redrefs this enormous evil : I will be bold to 
fay, that the people who fuffer under it are 
of infinitely more importance both to himjelf 

and the ftate, than any circumftance that 
can be apprehended from the abfurd 

du& of his relations. 

The remedy is plain, eafy and infallible ; it 
becomes you, who are his Monitor and 
Governor, tojkew him the reSlitude and pro- 
piety of adopting it. 

Nothing more is neceflary, than a fhort 
meflage to the Houfe of Commons {as they 
call themfielves) fignifying that neither his 
honour or his confidence will permit him to 
give his fanSion to prefs- warrants, becaufie 
he finds them to be abfolutly imcompatibk 
with and contradiSlory to the folemn oath he 
has taken, not to violate his fubje&s rights, 
with a recommendation to them at the fame 



* Gulliver. 



time 
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time, to provide a proper expedient againft 
my future emergency. 

There cannot be the fmalleft doubt of the 
conformity of that obfequious affembly to 
any requisition of the crown, when the mi- 
nifter is fo well furnifhed with arguments to 
convince them of the necejfity of their com- 
pliance. 

When you have effefted this, your lord- 
fhip will have more than counterbalanced all the 
mifchiej 'you have occafioned to this kingdom, 

even though the fuggejlions of your enemies 
were well grounded -, which I owe you the 

juflicc to acknowledge, is (in my own pri- 
vate opinion at prefent) very far from being 
the cafe. 

But if after all, the King fhould inflexi- 
bly refolve not to grant any redrefs to his fub- 
^efts in this particular cafe ; they will have; 
juft occafion to conclude, that he is wholly 
governed by fome perfon, who has no re- 
gard either to his honour or reputation. 
I am, with all due refpeft, 

Your Lordfhip's 

Humble Servant. 



CAUTIOUS, 



To the PUBLIC. 



A 



'S the revival of this fubje£l> at a time- 
when pace feems to be ejlablifhed, may 
appear rather unfeafonable, the author thinks 

it highly proper to remark^ in order to ob - 
viate this objeBion, that it is in times of tran* 
quillity, that government have moji leifure and 
opportunity for difcoveringand reforming abufes j 
and in thi$ particular cafe, if the confederation 

i 

thereof were to be pojlponed, until there was 

m 

afudden occafwnfor manning a fleet 9 it might 

be much more reafonably objeBed, that an 
attempt to redrefs this grievance atfuch a pe- 
riod^ might be attended with fingular hazard 

i 

to the fate, from the inftant necejjity.for the 
fervice of the complainants. 
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/Tp H E generality of mankind are apt 

to pay lb much compliment to an au- 
thor of eilabliflied reputation, as not . to be 

very minute in fcannino; the validity of his 
general affertions; but furely it is an un- 
grateful, as well as a mod infolent, return 
for this confidence, when a writer prefumes 
fo much on his literary confequence, as to 
attempt, by his mere ipfe dixit y to impofc 
the moft abfurd doftrines en the under- 
ftanding of the public. 

B Without 
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Without being fully perfuad^d, that you 
are under this predicament, I fhould not 
have ventured to conteft the opinion of fo 
popular a writer j but it is poffible, that 
the goodnefs of a caufe may more than 
balance the difference of abilities ; and in 
the prefent cafe, it requires no extraordinary 
talents to expofe the fallacy of thofe arbi- 
trary maxims you have laid down, in a 
letter of the 5th of October 5 wherein, after 
fome affeded ftrains of candour and patrio- 
tifm, you peremptorily decide, that the 

cuftom of preffing men into the fervice of 
the navy, is not only a nscejfary but a legal 
mcafure. 



In which points I fhall take leave to diflent 

from you, fo far as to affert, that no cafe 
hath occurred, in our memory, where the 
nature of the neceffity was fuch, as could 

jujlify fo oppreflive a proceeding; nor is 
your mere affirmation of fufficient authority to 

fatisfy 
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fatisfy us, that an aft which is a manifeft 
violation of the great Charter of liberty, 
ought to be deemed legal : a pofition, that 
may prove as difficult, perhaps, for you to 
explain, as for your readers to comprehend, 

You tell us, that " When Lord Camden 
" fuppofes a neceffity (which the King is 
" to judge of) and founded upon that ne- 

" ceffity, attributes to the crown a legal 
" power (not given by the aft itfelf) to 
" fuipend the operation of an aft of the 
" legiflature,— I liften with diffidence and 

" refpeft, but without the fmalleft degree of 
" conviftion or affent". May we afk, how 

■ 

you reconcile this negation of Lord Cam- 
den's daftrine, with the politive affirmation 

you pronounce in a cafe precijely fimilar I 
The Charter of liberty is, at leaft, as facred 
as any aft of the Legiflature j the King is 
judge of the neceffity, and in the circum- 
ilance of preffing men, does fometbing 



,\ 
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mm than barely fujpeitd the operation of 
an aft of parliament j yet you profefs to 
have no doubt of the JlriSi right of his pro- 
ceeding in this cafe. 

As the body of people, who fuffer under 
this intolerable hardship, are of much 
more importance to the ftate, than any 
individual whatever, and even than any 
other body of men (unlefs perhaps we 
except the tillers of land) it is much to be 
lamented, that thcredrefs of their grievances 
unfortunately gives our leading patriots no 
chance oiminijlerial elevation ; for, if it had, 
thefe candidates for preferment might have 

chofen a thefis to declaim upon, which 
would probably have been much more 
grateful to the public, than their endlefs ha- 
rangues in defence of a grant, which pre- 
fcripiion ought not to render lefs odious 7io%\ 

than at the time it was made; and by the 
refumptjpn whereof, the noble complainant 

would 
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not have been fo much injured in fortune, 
as not to be able to have maintained the 

moft worthlefs animal in his train in- a 
ftate of luxury, compared with that of a 

common failor. 



Poffibly then too, the flowry Junius, 
who, during the vacation feafon, is content 
to amufe himfelf by publishing the effufions 
of his fpleen and fancy, as the air round 

B happens to affeft him, might not 

have thought it beneath his genius, to have 
favoured us with a precife definition of that 
JSJeceffity which can juftify fo violent a 
Jlrain of the conftitution, and have (hewn 
from what principles of natural and politic 

law his conclufion was deduced; becaufe 

■ 

hitherto, this term has been applied in fo 
general and vague a manner, that thofe 
who are obliged to appeal to it, feem to be 

utterly confufed in their ideas of the fenfe 
in which it ought to be interpreted -, indeed 

from 
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from die eafy negligence wherewith this 

article is treated, one would conclude it 

to have been only an accidental topic, and 

. that this part of the letter was filled up 

by a jeminine hand ; at leaft one may pre- 

F 

fume, the good doBor was not prefent at 

the family rehearjal, * fince he would hardly 
have omitted fo fair an opportunity of 
dubbing a quotation from his ingenious 
friend Burkmaqui. 



If the " ftrift right of preffing" cannot 
be controverted, the public may reafona- 
bly expeft, that the advocates for that doc- 
trine ihould point out the legal diftinc- 
tion, in our conftitution, that retrains the 
minifter from extending the royal prerogative 
to the feizure of his fubjefts property, as 
well as their perfons, in thefe conjunctures 
of ftate necefiity, fince they are equally 

A learned family fociety of writers, fuppofed aflift- 
ant3 ta Junius ; for whofe intereft and reputation Mr, 
J$*«— - s feems to be uncommonly follicitous. 

com- 
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comprehended in the great Charter** Mo- 
ney is one of the finews of war, and as 
neceffary as men ; now fuppofing a profli- 
gate miniftry, by every fpecies of cor- 
ruption and mifmanagement, to have beg* 
gared their royal mailer, to have exhaujled 

the public treafure, and, among other omif- 

fions of their duty, to have fuffered the. 
navy to run into a total decay; more- 
over, that under this fhameful predica- 
ment, and in the interval of a long pro- 
rogation of parliament, they fhould think 
proper (for a pretence to raife money) to 

alarm the nation with the apprehenfion of 
a fudden rupture with fome foreign power ; 

in fuch a conjunfture, which is not im- 
pojjibk to arife in future times, (and which 

is fomewhat fimilar to what happened in 
the reign of Charles I. and II. f) What 

meafures 

* See the title page, 

t We have feen an inftance refembling this of a 
more modern date, where an unpopular miniftry? af- 

-ter 
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meafures are to be taken ? Here is a cafe 
where the want of men and of money is 
equally urgent ; the king, who is Judge 

of the neceffity, may reafonably alledge, 

that the privilege of imprejjing men, with- 
out the means of paying them, or of put- 
ting his navy in a ferviceable condition, 
is vain and ineffeftuah, and yet* one may 
form a tolerable guefs, what fort of en- 
tertainment the king's fervants would meet 
with, both in . print and parliament, who 
in this ftate of Neceffity ihould dare to vio- 
late the facred property of Mr. 
in his well-earned manfion at 



ter making a great parade about a war, but confcious 
that their political confequence muft determine with 
the peace, advifed their mafter to conclude a difho- 
nourable treaty, after jaifing confiderable fupplies from 
his fubjc&s; wherein they exa&tly copied the ihame- 
Jefs behaviour of the king and miniftry, in Charles the 
Second's time, who with the ideas of a knot of infa.- 
meus fharpers, after they had got the people to ad- 
vance their money, produced the peace they had con- 
cluded, and laughed at the parliament for their filly 
credulity, in being thus taken in. 

the 
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the injured fpirit of Junius would hardly 
be appeafed by any thing lefs than the mi- 
nifter's head and another revolution, al- 
though Jonathan s were ftill left open iot 
his redrefs* 



There are fome cafes, where plain read- 

t 

ing and underftanding put people of com- 
mon difcerntnent on a level with the moft 
refined genius, and therefore when men 
of fuperior abilities attempt to maintain 
doftrines that are diametrically oppofite to 
common fenfe and reafon, I liften, not (in 
the canting phrafe of Junius) " with diffi- 

+ 

dence and refpeft," but with a mixture of 
indignation and contempt ; nor is it poffible 

to help being fhocked on fuch occafions, 

at thefe humiliating inftances of depravity 

and perverfenefs in the human fpecies. 



If a failor fhould unfortunately lofe his 

F 

life in defence of his liberty againft a prefs- 

C .gang, 
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gang, or under the fame "circumftances, 
ihould happen to kill one of tbem t would 

our arbitrary Chief Juftice, in his charge 

to a jury, dare to pronounce the legality* 

of the. killing in the former cafe ? or to 

declare the illegality of the felf-defence a 

fuffieient caufe for their finding it murder 

in the latter ? Even Junius himfelf, in his 

vefdifl: on either of the cafes, muft re- 
nounce his opinion fo far as it regards the 
legality of the queftion. 

You go on to alledge the antiquity of 
the pra&ice as a confirmation of your doc- 
trine, whereby the very circumftance, that 
aggravates the evil, is made an argument 
to preclude the redrefs of it $ that a pre- 
fcriptive right has, indeed, been eftabli/hed 
in certain cafes of private property, is un- 

* Whether, and bow far, his ignorance and a&ing 
under the king's exprefs commiifton, ought to operate 
its motives for pardoning him after condemnation, is 
intirely another queftion. 

deniable, 
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deniable, but it can never fuperfede the 
common, natural rights of an innocent 
fubje&j betides which, it is held for a 
rule in common law, that no length of 

foffefjiony taken by violence, can give a 
right, 



N 



It muft be acknowledged indeed, but to 
the great fcandal and reproach of the reft 
of the community, that, notwithftanding 
the " numberlefs opportunities that have 
" prefented themfelves, highly favourable 
" to public liberty, no fuccefsful attempt 
" has been made for the relief of the 
" fubjedt in this article." Such humane ca- 
fuifts might, with equal charity, argue, 
that a poor wretch, who had been long 

fuffering under a cruel diforder, ought to 

be turned out of an hofpital as incurable, 
becaufe the phyficians and furgeons, who 
attended there, had never given themfelves 
the trouble to confider the nature of his 

C a cafej 
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pafc, or to prefcribe any medicine for his 

relief. 



If you really wifhed or exp'efted, that 
the doftrine you have advanced fhould be 
accepted jn a ferious light, it would not 
have been much amifs to have given your- 

felf the trouble of acquiring fome tolera- 
ble information on the fubjedt : you might 
then have difcovered, in tracing back 
v this immemorial ufage," that in the an- 

^ 

cient warrants, the phrafe of imprefing 
rnen and of prejl men was fynonymous to 
the modern term of inlijling, which was 
formerly done by giving them prefi mo- 
ney upon their mli/iing, to retain then* 
afterwards to the fervice, and thereby to 
render them liable to punijhment, in cafe 

i 

of defertion ; which feems to have been 
very common among the fea-faring .men 
in thofe tirpes. This term was originally 

j 

borrowed from the imprefl office, from whence 
the money for that fervice was iflued, 

and 
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*nd it is evidently owing to a long abuft 
of thefe warrants, that the idea of compnh 
fion has been annexed to it. 



When we confider on whom the exe- 

m 

cution of thefe warrants devolved, together 
with the obfeurity, poverty and ignorance 
of the aggrieved parties, it is not much to 
be wondered at, either that force -ihould 

■ 

gradually grow into practice on thefe oc^- 
cafions, or that the violence fhould go 
unredrejfed, efpecially as thefe poor wretches 
are fo fuddwly cut off from all communi- 
cation with their friends (if they happen 
to have any) by being put into a mifera- 
ble dungeon, or immediately hurried on 
board the fleet. 



Neither is it at all ftrange that this op- 
preffion Aould be countenanced by the reji 
of the community, fince by .winking at an 

evil, from which themfelves were exempt, 

they 
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they confulted t\itJhorteft> eafieji and cheapejl 

courfe of providing for the fecurity of their 
own perfons and property. 



How vain and unconfequential muft your 

fuperficial declaration appear to thofe who 

have confulted the learned author of the 

commentaries on this fubjeft ! That writer, 
notwithftanding his ample qualification, 

both in point of knowledge and abili- 
ties, to difcufs fo important a queftion, 

has delivered- his fentiments with much n~ 
ferve and diffidence - y and although he inti- 
mates an opinion, that fome of the ftatutes 
feem to imply fuch a power in the crown, 
he cautioujly declines pronouncing a decifive 
judgement on fo tender a point; the folu^ 
tion of which, it feems, was referved for 
the fagacity of a Junius, who has luckily 

hit upon it, without the aid of 3 fingle 
argument, 



The 
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■ The atle writer abovementioned, in 
quoting the aft of Richard II. which is 
in French, feems to ground his opinion on 
the interpretation of the word arrejier in 
the preamble, which fignifies to hire as 
well as to arrefi ; the matter of doubt 
therefore is, whether the former interpre- 
tation is not more confonant to the cuf- 
tom of giving prejl money to thofe who 
lifted or engaged, in order to retain them 
in the fervice; and I will venture to ap- 
peal to fo refpeftable an authority, whe- 
ther an implication ought not to be allowed 
in favour of the fubjeft, when there is 
any ambiguity in the terms or expreffions 
of an adt of parliament. To fatisfy the 
reader that I do not mifreprefent what 
he has-iaid, I will here tranfcribe the 
learned Juftice's own words on this fubjeft, 






<£ 



■ The 
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m 

" the power of impreffing nlen * for 

" the fea fervice by the king's commiffion, 

" has been a matter of fome difpute, and 

" fubmitted to with great relu&ance, though 

" it hath very clearly and learnedly been 
" (hewn by Sir M. Fojier, that the prafticcf 
" of impreffing, and granting power to the 
*' admiralty for that purpofe, is of very 

+ 

" ancient date, and hath been uniformly 
*' continued by a regular feries of prece- 
41 dents, to the prefent time 5 whence he 
< f concludes ittobepartof thecommonlaw." 



Now I beg leave to afk whether Mf« 

Juftiee Blackftone himfelf is of opinion, 
that it is part of the common law, and if 
he is, why he chofe not to deliver that 
opinion ? I appeal likewife to that gentle- 
man, whether a feries of precedents {of vio- 

* The Jufticc in quoting Sir M, FofteF's opinion, 
hath changed the word mariners into the general expref- 
fion men, I fuppofe by miftakt, 

ktion 
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hfion of the tonjlitution) which he Allows to 

1 

* 

have always been a matter of difpute, and 
as uniformly refifted as exerted, are of fuf- 
ficient weight and authority to be deemed 

part of the common law; if they are, then 
Mafter Bra&on (whom this gentleman fie- 

quently quotes) is quite miftaken in afferting* 
that no length of pojfejion taken by vio- 
lence can give a right, which furely ought 

to be at leaft as valid with regard to liberty 
as to property. The learned Juftice goes 
on thus ; " The difficulty arifes from hence, 
" that no ftatute has exprefsly declared this 
u power to be in the crown, though many 



» ^ 



" of them very ftrongly imply it. The ila- 

+ 

^ tute 2 Richard II. chap. iv. fpeaks of 

w 

u mariners being arrefted*, and retained for 
" the king's fervice, as of a thing well 

+ 

" known and pra&ifed without difpute, and 

* If it had coincided with the commentator's politics' 

• ■ . v 

he would have taken care to remark, that the French 
word which is here tranflated arreted, iignifies likew?fe 
hired, which interpretation agrees rather better with the 
cuflom of giving frcft money to retain them. 

D " pro- 
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" provides a remedy againft their running 

" away. By a ftatute of Philip and Mary, 
u if any Waterman who ufefc the river 
" Thames^ fhall hide himfelf during the 
" execution of preffing for the king's fer- 
u vice, he is liable to heavy penalties. By 
" another of Queen Elizabeth, no fcfher- 

" man fhall be taken by the queen's com- 
" miffion to ferve as a mariner, but the 
" commiffion fhall be firft brought to two 



*< 



Jufti 



" fea coaft where the mariners are to be 
« taken, to the intent that the Juftices may 
" choofe and return fuch a number of able 
*' bodied Men as in the commiffion are 
" contained, to ferve her Majefty. And by 

■k. 

" ftatutes of William III. Anne, and 
" George II. efpecial prote&ions are allowed 
« to ieamea in particular circumftances, to 
" prevent them from being imprefled : all 
" which do moft evidently imply a power 
" of imprefling to refidefomewhere; and if 

t: any 
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*' any where, it muft, from the fpirit of our 

" conftitution, as wejl as from the frequent 

" mention of the king's commiffion, refide 

cc in the crown alone" 



Upon which quotation, I muft take the 

liberty of making fpme Remarks : and firft, 

that in the time of Queen Elizabeth, the im- 

minent threats of invafion from fo great a 

naval power a$ the king of Spain was mafter 
of at that period, together with the many 'other 

difficulties and dangers fhe an4 the com- 

■ 

monwealth had to encounter with, might 

well juftify fome extraordinary rneafures, of 
which many precedents might be produced 
in her reign, that would not fre endured, 

+ 

now. 



2$ly, That the frequent mention 'of the 
king's commiffion is no proof of the power 

+ 

being in the crown alone 9 becaufe all the 
executive commiffions founded o$ the joint 

D 2 autho- 
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authority of the three eftates (king, lords 
and commons) run in the king's name. 



3dly, As this learned author allows, that 
no ftatiite exprefsly declares this power to be 

■ 

in the crown ; I appeal to him, (upon his 
re-confideration of this point) whether fucb a 
power in the crown is not clearly negatived 
by M^gna Charta ? 



4thly, Whether the king, lords and com?- 
Hions, as ftewards of the peoples rights,, 
can repeal that article of Magna Charta, 
which recognizes the perfonal liberty of the 
fubjeft ? 



£thly, Whether it is confiftent with the 

fpirit of the conftitution, to admit of any 
implication that is direBly contrary to the ex~ 
frefs letter of the law ? 



t f 



6thly, Who are to be the expofitors in 



< i 



thefe cafes, and where is the confufion to 

end. 
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end, if the pjainejl literal expreffioris may 
be explained diametrically contradiStory to 
their tenor ? 



This learned author quotes a pofition of 

Brafton, that Rex debet edkjui lege, quia 

lex facit regem, & nihil enim aliud poteft 
rex, nifi id folum y quod dejitre poteft. * 



The fame writer, Vol. I. Book i. Chap. I. 
Ipeaking with reference to any ftrong fufpi- 
cions the crown may have reafon to en- 
tertain of the fubjefl:, fecretly plotting againft 
the ftate, and then putting the queftion, whe- 
ther the ftrid: laws of perfonal liberty may in 
fuch cafe be difpenfed with, fays, " And yet 

+ 

fometimes, when the ftate is in real danger, 
even this maybe a neceflary meafure; but 
the happinefs of our conflitution is, that it 

is not left to the executive power to determine 

* The king ought to hefubjeft to the law, becaufe it 

is law (hat mpkes a king ; and the king can do nothing, 
fcut what the law permits bim to do. 

w 

when 
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when the danger is fo great as Xojajlify this 
expedient." 



expedient, " 



Now I appeal again (with great fubmif- 
fion) to this gentleman, why the perfonal 
liberty of a fubjeft, 'whom the chief magis- 
trate has good grounds to fufpeft of treafon- 
able defigns, ought to be more facred than 

that of one of the moft valuable members of 
the commonwealth, who is perfeftly inno- 
cent and unfufpeBed? and with what noti- 
ons of juftice and equity, he can reconcile 

the treatment of an innocent fubjeft with a 

brutality, that is not fuffered towards the 
greatejl criminal ^ and this too y to engage 

him to perform the moft important fervice 
to his very oppreffors. 



Does this learned Juftice and his Reveren4 
brethren ferve the Jiaie upon fuch f elf -de-. 
nying principles j or do thefe equivocal in- 
finuations correfpond with the character of 

an 
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an impartial judge, or an ingenuous and 
candid commentator on the laws ? 



Moreover, as liberty is the moftfacred right 
of the people, I appeal to the fame author, 
whether it is not a downright abfurdity, that 
the crown fhould have any prerogative to con-* 
trout it, beyond what is derived from the ex- 
prefs letter of the law i nor, indeed, can a law 
(under our conftitution) have any validity, 
Which is utterly inconjiftent with the liberty of 
the fubjeft *, a proof of which may be drawn 

From thtprefent times, in theinftance of ge- 
neral warrants, which have been fo lately ex- 
ploded by the united voice of the community, 
by virtue whereof, an a£i of parliament paf- 
fed in the reign of Charles IL impowering the 
exchequer, to grant general warrants, is abfo- 
lutely deemed null and void, although it yet 
' remains unrepealed. 

It is well known that the Star-chamber 

and high commiffion courts had the fan&ion 

of 
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of an a& of parliament ; but the preamble tS 

the aft, for abolishing one of. thofe courts, 
recites the laws in favour of liberty as argu- 
ments for the repeal of the ftatute by which 
they had been eftablifhed, thereby clearly 
implying that it was null and void a priori^ as 
being wholly irreconcileable to the great char- 
ter of our freedom- 



Whoever therefore undertakes to maintain 
the legality of ufing force in impreffing men,' 
muft not only produce fome ftatute which 

exprefsly veils the king with fuch a preroga- 
tive, but muft likewife prove, that the repre- 
fentatives of a free people have a right to fa- 
crifice thofe unalienable * rights and privi- 
leges 

* Junius, in his letter addreffed to 1 the fupporters of 
the bill of rights, afferts, that (in this country) even the 
fupYeme, orwhule legiflative power, wz. king, lbrdSj 
and commons, cannot disfranchife the fubjtcls of their 
birth-rights, although it may be forfeited, or the exer- 
t'ife of it fufpended in particular cafes, and very juftly re- 
marks the dangerous tendency of confounding the term 
fupreme with that of an arbitrary power. 

Yet 
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leges of their conftituents, the maintaimnct 

whereof was the original and chief objeft of 
their own inftitution. 



**i 



Yet this writer, in aflbrting the fin ft right of preffing, 
acknowledges a perpetual right in the crown alone to fuf- 

pend the birth-right of the whole body of common Tai- 
lors, who, without even the pretence of fufpecled cri- 
minality, are treated like out-laws ; in return for which 
treatment, the greateft poffible fervices are expected by 
their benevolent Christian countrymen. 

Let Junius compare the inhuman ufage that accompa- 
nies this fufpenfion of the failors birth-right, with the 
injuries any fet of men, in this kingdom, have ever re- 
ceived, even from the worjl of our rulers, and then try 

if he can acquit himfclf of the charge of inconfiftency in 
his political doctrines. 

It feems to be an infuperable argument againft thofe 
who maintain the world to be benefited by refinements, 

that the moft poliftied and refined part of mankind have 
always taken advantage of their fuperior knowlege to 

opprefs the reft of their fpecies ; and we fee in the pre- 
fent inftance, that they avail themfelves of the poverty 

and illiteracy of thefe people to rob them of their birth- 
right, fo that the circumftances inftead of exciting their 
natural effect, cmpaflion, produce the fame confequences 

F 

among the civilized part of mankind, that actual crimi- 
nality would do. 



E Fortu- 
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Fortunately for their pofterity, our gloria 
ous anceftors have expreffed the manly fenfe 
of their rights in fo ftrong and clear a ftile, 
that it cannot be evaded or perverted by the 
fophiftry of a prerogative lawyer, much lefs 
can it be invalidated by the capricious voice 

* 

of" a crazy fuperannuated politician, or the 
more Jhallow aflertions of a news-paper 

effayift. 



It may, perhaps, appear fuperfluous to re- 
taind you, that I have waved the common 

privilege of difputants, by taking upon myr 
felf the proof of a negative, becaufe there is 
fo little merit in the conceffion, that the 
generality of readers will (in point of fagaci- 
ty) hardly rank me above the level of one 
who fhould gravely undertake to prove 
that hunger was not an eafy fenfation, 
and that food was the, natural means of 



removing It, 



There 



#. 
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There Is fome praife, however, due to your 
confiftency, fince this do&rine fuits well 

m 

enough with that pure fpirit of patriotifm, 
which is fo apt to blaze out upon the lofsoi 

power ; but is always under fuch happy re* 

gulation as not to claih with fome particular 

points, which are the fine qua non of all mi- 
nifters ; hence it is that thefe gentlemen, when. 

they happen to be driven over to tfie popular 

fide, injiead of contending for a reformation of 
thofe abufes of the conftitution, which are 
the fotirce of all other evils, viz. the long 

duration of parliaments, and the unbounded 
influence of the crown by the admiflion of 
placemen, endeavour to divert the attention 
of the public from thefe grand objefts, and by 
the moft rancorous inceffant perfonal flander, 
labour to fix their refentment on their rivals 

* 

who are in power $ thefe renegadoe converts^ 

with the yifion of their future rejloration 

ilrongly impreffed on their minds, and conn 
fcious of the part they mean to. aft, are. 

E z provident 
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provident enough to anticipate the reproach 
of apojlacy, by arguing with much hypocri- 
tical cant and folemnity, that it is /^detri- 
mental to the commonwealth to acquiefce 
With thefe ejfential grievances, than to hazard 
their redrefs, becaufe they are under terrible 
concern, left, from the depravity of human 
nature, fome new ipccies of corruption might 
ftjjtbfy be introduced in its ftead. 



It was natural to imagine, that Junius 
would have become more cautious of offend- 
ing in political points, after the chajlifement 
he received fome time ago from a certain hif 

ioriany who is not much famed for her lenity 
towards this fort of culprits ; but he quite 
Jofes his patience, and begins to grow defpe- 
rate, fo that if the miniftry have not mercy 
enough to take him in, the poor letter-wri- 
ter himielf, in fix months, may probably be 
dating an eflay in defence of perfonal liberty, 
from his cage in St. George's fields. 

c 

But 
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f 

But to refume the confideration of my fub- 
jeft ; as to the /f£a//Vy of this oppreffion, by 
far the greateft part of mankind rarely feem 
to trouble themfelves with inquiries about it, 
but think it fufficient to alledge the plea of 
neceffity in its juftification : inftead therefore 
of formally denying the force of a term, 

v/hich is applied with fuch unwarrantable 

latitude, and by which all argument is arbi- 
trarily fuperfeded ; I fhall beg leave to ftate 
a cafe, that I flatter myfelf, will amplv illuf- 
trate the point in queflion. 

Suppofe the inhabitants of an ifland, in 
order to relieve themfelves from the oppref- 
fion of a defpotic government, fhould beun- 

H ■ * 

£er the neceffity of expelling their natural 
prince, and that, previous to the eleftion of 
a fucceffor, they fhould find it expedient to 
renew the declaration of their rights - y that 
the true fpirit of the constitution might be 

4 

reftored, and the government re-eftablijhcl 

upon the moft equitable and folid principles. 

Imagine 
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Imagine likewife, this nation to be com- 
pofed of 70 * different clafles of people, and 
that in prder to form an affembly for ad- 
jufting the regulations of their future go- 
vernment, each clafs was to depute a repie- 
fentative to take care of their refpe&ive 

interefts. 



Moreover, that, in fuch a convention it 
fhould be propofed and agreed to by 69 out 
of thefe 70 claffes, that their new Monarch 
fhould be veiled with a di/cretionary power, 
to feize the perfons of the remaining clafs. 

and compel them to a engage in the defence 
of the commonwealth, without any adequate \ 

ftipulation in their favour, whenever be ap- 
prehended it to be neceffary, and that this 

particular clafs alone fhould be for ever fub- 
jeft to this partial oppreffion. 

* The comparative number of feamen to the whole, 
inhabitants is computed to be about 1 part in 70, viz. 
8 million and a half of inhabitants,- whereof about 
120,000 may be feafaring men. 

it 
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* 

It will be needlefs to recite the reafons 
alledged tb prove the equity of filch art ordi- 
nance, becaiife it may be naturally fuppofed 
they will occur in the remonftrance their 

deputy would be prompted to make againfl: 
it, which might perhaps be to the following 
effba. 



" The miferies we fuffered under the op- 

4 

" preffive adminiftration of our late prince, 
" amply juftify us in taking every precaution 
" to fecure our liberty and property againfl 
" that infatiable thirft of power, which pro- 

" vidence has been pleafed to implant in 
" human beings; and therefore the wife 

" reftri&ions which you have revived to 

" prevent a repetition of thefe evils under 

" the prince we are about to ek£t, fuffici- 

" ently evince the prudence of your confti- 

,e tuents, in the choice of their reprefenta- 
" tives and claim their beft acknowledge 



" ments, 



I tin* 



it 



(C 



it 
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" I fincerely lament to find that an art!-* 
" cle hath occurred in your refolutions, 

which forbids me to join in the general 

fuffrage of applaufe, and lays me under 

the 'painful ncceffity of Handing forth 
" fmgly to remonftrate againft a ftipulation, 

" which fo partially excludes us from the 

" general rights of the community, 

" I am perfuaded the candour of this af- 
". fembly will pardon the freedom that muft 
u neceffarily be ufed in difcuffing the argu- 

" ments, that have beefi advanced in fup- 
" port of your opinion; which, although 

" not wholly void of plaufiility, are by no 

" means calculated to produce that convic- 

" tion, with which alone a rational being 

" ought to acquiefce. 

" You begin firft by afferting the natural 

*' obligation all flates are under of defending 
" themfelves againft foreign injuries or at- 

" tacks. You maintain, that it js effential 

to 
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" to the executive part of all governments, to . 

" have a compulfive power over the fubjeft, 
" in cafes of danger to the commonwealth. 

*' You next take notice, that from the 
*' circumftance of our infular fituation, the 
" national fecurity muft depend on the ex- 
" ertion of our naval force ; and then, after 
" modeftly ftating your own ignorance of a 

fcience fo ejfential to your fafety, you with 



it 



i( equal jujlice and humanity decide, that 

+ 

** thefe circumftances conftitute fuch a rea- 



" finable plea of neceflity, as gives you an 
*' equitable right, to devote our lives to your 
" welfare, xvpon your own terms. 

" Your firft affertion admits of no con- 
" troverfy, being founded on one of the 
u original principles, on which all focieties 
" were firft instituted; and confequently, 

*< your fecond pofition taken in a general 

" fenfe is true likewife; but accompanied 
" with this reflritfion, that fuch a power is 
*' not to be extended to the partial apprefwn 
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" of any particular branch of the cotftmunity, 

" or exerted but in cafes of extreme danger 
" and abfolute neceffity ; that is to fay, after 
" the moft equitable and prudent provifwns 

u againft fuch an emergency Aave proved 
€t ineffectual. 



u Now it will not be difficult to fhew, 
• " that all our former oppreffions, as well as 

'* the prefent fcheme of intailing them on 
" our profeffion, have taken their rife from 
" an inadequate and inequitable interpretation 
u of the term neceffity ; in proof of which, 
€t it will be requifite to take in feveral con- 
€t fiderations : and firft, it is to be remem- 
" bered, that the obligation of defending the 
" ftate is grounded on the benefits, 'indhi- 
u duals are fuppofed to reap from their union '> 
*' and of courfe the meafure of this obliga- 
" tion is determined by the proportion of 

a advantage each member derives from this 



^ union. 



" Premifing 



it 
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u Premising therefore our undoubted title 
to the fame privileges and immunities 

■ 

with the reft of our fellow fubje&s, a cir- 
* fi cumftance which, unluckily for us, you 

F 

" are apt to lofe figbt qJ, let us join iffue 

upon this point. 



tt 



t< 



u On the one part, befides the hazardous 
" nature of our occupation, the difcipline 
" and fubordination, which are unavoidable 
" on board a ihip, gives 0«rfervice a tinSlure 
" ofjlavervy even in peaceable times, for 



" which we are rewarded with coarfe fare, 
" fcanty pay, and the humble fatisfattion 
<c of reflecting how much we contribute to 

" y our greatnefs. 

" On the other hand, what a favourable 
" reverfe of circumftances attends your fi-. 

*■' tuation : with the moft perfect ftate of li* 

*' berty, you, Qnjoy wealth, plenty, and lux;- 
" ury ; you have the whole government of 
« the ftate with the emoluments, attending 

F2 "iti 



4( 



it 



a 
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" it 1 and 111 fhort, are in full poffefliow 

1 

" of every bleffing a fiourifhing country 
* c can afford, without any comparative fupe- 
" riority of merit to intitle you to this happy 
r< diftin&ion. If this be a true ftate of the 
" comparifon between us (and that it is fo 
" is Jeff' evident) it is not eafy to conceive 

with what ideas of equity you could frame 

* 

^ 

fuch apropofal', altho' there is no poffibility 
ofdoubtingwhat/w/myoumuft entertain of 
" our intellects, in expefting us to acquiefce 
u with it * Upon what pretenfions can you 
'" found this extraordinary claim to the dif- 
" pofal of our lives and liberty ? Is it a na~ 

turd appendage to the other exclufive ad- 
" vantages you enjoy? Or is it a preroga- 
"*' tive annexed to an opinion of the immenfe 
" fuperiority of your own confequence I 

"Is there no pojfibility of fuggefting a 

* 

milder and more generous alternative for 

your prefervation ? Is it confident, either 



u 



« 



It 



* Quse enim eft conditio focietatis, in qua ei, cum 
gyp, focietatcm facias nihil wnpdi poteft. 

" with 
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« with wifdom or humanity, to adopt fo 
" cruel a practice even to JIaves without be- 
" ing convinced, by repeated experiments, of 
*■' the inefficacy of all other methods. 



A 



u Have your fage lawyers and ftatefmea 
" (fo dexterous upon other occafwns) exhauft- 

" ed their invention in a fruitkfs fearck 

" after fome expedient, thatfhould be more 

uitable to the lenity of our conftitution, 
" and the tendernefs of the legiflature in all 

" other cafes of perfonal liberty ? And even 
" if you had complied with all this, ftill let 
" me afk what motive have we to prompt 

" us to this fervice, unlefs we are fo prepof 
" teroufly difinterefted as to prefer your weU 
f ? fare to our own perfonal fifety ? Where 

?•' can we be fuppofed to acquire fuch ge- 
f* neroas fentiments ? Are we taught them 
" from your example, in the noble bounty you 
?? offer for the greateft facrifice, one human 

** being can tnake for another ? We are 



" con- 
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" convinced from bitter experience, how 
" very cheap you hold our mental faculties, 

u but is it poffible you fhould think them 

" depraved or difiipated to fuch a degree, 
" as to believe that we exift merely as the 
^ creatures of your convenience, as if all re- 

w 

4( gard to mr own well-being was to be ab- 

<* forded by the file confideration of your 
" eafe and aggrandifement ? Whatj a ridicu- 

" lous farce it is to talk to us of our king 

" and country, and happy conftitution ; we 
« have nothing to lofe or tofaffer if your, 
*' enemies were to prove vi&orious ; nor have 
" we any thing in profpeSl by conquering 
" them, but to return to our old occupa- 
" tion. You favagely deprive us of our libera 
" ty : property we have none : fo that we 
" have no motive for preferring our own 
" king* to the king of France, or the Pre- 

* That king mufl be a fool as well as a tyrant, wha 
fliould expeft from the groffejl violation of his fubjecls 
rights, that they would becomt fucb fools as to facrifice 



their lives in defence of his. 



" tenders 
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4i tender ; and our condition becomes inti- 



rfe 



nfcioufnefi 



thofe 



" the ftrongeft claim of benevolence. . In 
" fhort, whether or riot, we have any fen- 
« fations of right or wrong, pleafure or mi- 
" fery, feems to be a matter of no con- 

" cern to you, all fcrupks on thofe points 

** being eqfily folved by the neceffity we are 

" under of fubmitting tofuperior force, that 
" grand arbiter of all difficulties. 

" Whatever may be the ifTue of your re- 
" folutions on this fubjedt, I am determined, 
" at leaft, to fhew, we are not blind to the 
" injuftice of your arbitrary proceedings, 
" by protejling againft the privilege you 
*' would arrogate to yourfelves, of compelling 
< s us to acquiefce with an oppreffion, which 
" with fuch partial cruelty excludes us from 



ts 



the common rights of your fociety. 



a 



Do 
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" Do you think it poflibler^ fiould fail 
*' to remark, with how little remorfe and 
" generofity, you facrifice us to your ovra 

" meafurelefs felf-regard ? 



u h it reafonable to exad fuch extraor- 
" dinary inftances of felf-dwial 'from us 9 when 
** you are carried to fuch prodigious lengths 
* c by the oppofite principle ? 



4( 



" How came you to ajfume the prerogative 
of allotting us, all the danger and hardjhip, 



" and referring all tk bkffings to yourfelves \ 

" Have we forfeited our birth-right ? Vbi 
*< kpfus ? Quidfecimus ? 



€t Omitting the confideration of our extra* 
" ordinary importance in time of war, it will 
«« be no vanity to aflert, that (excepting 
«* thofe who are employed in agriculture) 

" out of upwards of eight millions of inha- 

u bitants, which our country is fuppofed to 

'[ contain, you cannot feW a number, equal 



<< 



t$ 
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u to ours, from whom the -ftate derives fb 
** much advantage* 



" What ideas muft we entertain ofyouf 
" kindnefs, your equity, or your generofity, 
" when we compare the execrable alternative 
" you offer us for the moft important fervice?* 
" with the wealth, the luxury, the eafe, and 

4 

u the indulgence you enjoy; and which 

■. 

** you think yourfelves amply intitled to, 
n without any perfonal hazard, and in many 

<* cafes, without any exertion of your talents* 

u to obtain them. 



" Do any of youf numerous profeffioha 

" ferve the flate upon fuch difinterefted^nn* 
€i ciples ? Have you ordained, that the con- 

F 

u tra&ors for vi&ualling your fleets and fur- 
** nifhing military ftores, (inftead of grow* 
" ing rich by their bargains) fhall be obliged 
" to fupply the government upon fuch terms 
*' as the minifter thinks fit to prefcribe ? 

V Why fhould every other member of the 

C " com- 
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'' community be at liberty to make his own 

4 

" conditions when the ftate follicits his fer- 
" vice ? Nay, are there not frequent in- 

4 

" ftances, of wretches among you, taking 
" advantages of the diftrefs of their country, 
M to gratify the infatiable avarice * of their 
difpofitions ? ' 



u 



" Is it not moft infoknt mockery, to give 

m m 

h 

"us the appellation of fellow fubje&s and 
" free-bom Englifhmen> under the circum- 

4- 

u fiances of being tenants at w/7/of our liberty 

* It is faid, that upon a late rumour of a war, a cer- 
tain little baronet took the opportunity, which an im- 
menfe command of ready money gives, to monopolize 
all the hemp that COUld be purchafed, with a view of re- 
tailing it to the government, at an exorbitant rate ; this 
circumftance reminds one of what is related of the aban- 
doned behaviour of fome hardened wretches, at the time 
the plague raged at Marfeilles ; who, in the midft of that 

horrid diftrefs, took the advantage of the helplefs condition 
of their neighbours, to pilfer their goods .while they lay 

on their death beds ! One cannot help remarking, on this 
occafion, how long it is, before acquired wealth, or new- 
bought titles, can eradicate thofe mean and fordid ideas, 
which arefo frequently to be met with in peopleof bafe 

minds, and a groveling extraction. 

« and 
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€t and exigence ; the tenure whereof is </<?«. 

" terminable by every incident that furnifhes 
u a minifler with a pretence <?f being alarmed 
u for the prefervation of your property ? 



" As free members of the conftitution, is 

u it not reafonable we fhould be impreffed 

" with the confciotifnefs of duty, in fighting 

" the battles of the ftate? 



** Is fuch unnatural treatment from our 
*' countrymen likely to produce the idea of 
<e fuch an obligation ? On the contrary, is it 
" not provocation enough to make us regard 
u you with the utmo/l detejlation ? 

" With what confcience (if we were to 
" refledt) could we take arms, for the de- 
" ftrudtion of people who have never injured 

w 

" us, in defence of thofe who are our moil 



" mercilefs oppreffors \ 



2 



" We are wholly at a lofs to conceive, 
* c from what principles of natural or political 

C 2 " law 
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" law the obligation is deduced, by virtue 
" whereof you think we are bound to facri- 
" fice our being in defence of a fyftem, 
" from w/jicfi we not only derive no benefit, 

" but where our capacity to perform the 
" greateft fervices to the ftate, inftead of 
u bcii]g rewarded, is by the reft of the com- 
u muni'y converted into an argument for 
" the moft favage oppreflion, that they may 
" enjoy -an uninterrupted fcene .of felicity : 

u can you imagine we are fo Jlupid and 
u fenfelefs as to believe that your happinef? 
" ought to be of more importance to us 
*' than our own ? the unbounded felfijhnefs of 
*' your own ideas, forbids your entertaining 
<? fuch a notion. 



(f H.ave we a claim to a rational Johtion 
* c of thefe objections ? or are we to be 

4 

* c filenctd by the tern> necejity> as if there 
" was a magic in the mere word, that de- 



? 



" ftroyed the force qf all rgafoning i 



"We 
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" We defire, at leaft, to have an avowed 

« written definition of this term, that w$ 

&i may under/land the meafure of our fub- 

" miffion, and whether in any cafe we 

" may prefume to rg$? the ruffians you let 



<* 



loofe againft us. 



" You ufe fo little ceremony in anriihi- 
" lating our privileges, that we {hall with- 
*' out any apology take the .freedom of 

* c fcrutinizing fomewhat more minutely into 
" the merits, of your title to that wealth that . 
" gives you the prefumption to offer us fo 
fC abjeff a propofal, as well as of the means 
4( you have employed to acquire it. 



" Your nobles and gentry are, for the 
< c moft part, in poffeffion of the landed 
P eftates, which, although mginally ac- 

* c quired by a fuccefsful application to fome 
f ' profeffion, are devolved to the prefent race 
* by inheritance. 



•re 



Your 
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" Your merchants and other traders owe 

" their immenfe fortunes to traffic, or to 

" the retailing of various commodities* 



" Multitudes befide, enjoy profufe falaries 
u and perquifites in your numberlefs offices, 

" although the bufinefs thereof goes on in 

u fuch a common place track, that a fchool- 
«« boy of moderate talents would be quali- 
*' fied for it in a month's pra&ice, while the 
"■ upper departments, to which the great eft 
iC emoluments are annexed, become abfolute 

«' fine-cures. 



" What an exorbitant fliare of wealth is 

" drained from community by that endlefs 

" tribe, the ' retainers to the law, whofe 
*' venality in becoming the alternate advo- 
u . cates of juftice and iniquity, tends to con- 

" found all principles, and to render all 
i* things as precarious as their own litigious 

u and fophiftical altercations, 

" How 
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" How much is dedicated, to the fug* 

" port of the dignified part of your clergy, 
*' in the licentious negleft and contempt of 
" the dutiesof their function : and while thefe 
" ungracious pallors have hardly humanity 
" enough to afford a bare fubfiftence to their 

1 

*' needy brethren, for relieving them from 
" the drudgery of their profeffion, they, are 

F 

" confuming the unhallowed furplus of their 
" income, in idle difjipation* or hoarding it in 

" their uncharitable coffers *• 



" Are not your cooks, jockies, players* 
" pimps, agepts, fidlers, fingers, dancing* 
« c mailers, and in Ihort all your other pro- 



j ^ 



. * Do not thefe reverend gentlemen by fuch fhamelefe 
conduct plainly announce to the world, that they them- 
felves efteem their whole religious fyftem as a- mere 
political eftabliftiment ? Are they likely to gain much 
credit with their flock, when they in their annual vifits 
are labouring to enforce a belief of the importance of a 
future exiftence ; while they themfelves are flighting and 
renouncing that doftrine, in their actions, by a total at- 
tention to the pleafures and emoluments of their prefent 
ftate i 

ee feffions 
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** feflions amply rewarded and provided for j 
46 not to mention the fums that are annually 
u '/avtjbed among your proftitute fenators, or 
u in penfions to your apoftate patriots and 

** others, whom an kcafiond minifter is 
** obliged to buy out, in order to obtain a 

u provision for fome few of his own umm* 
4i portant connexions, 

t 

."Such are the reff enable characters of 
u this group, who diSlate to us the duty of 
" facrificing our beings, that they may not 

+ * 

* € be difturbed in the enjoymefit of thcil' 
9t pleafure and their property, 

lr Such is the fuperior merit and import 
** tance of thofe, who ftiaririg all the etmn 

+ M 

" foments 'of the Hate among themfefaesi 
" with equal modefty, generofity and equity 

" offer us a premium of forty or fifty fhil- 

4C lings * to expofe ourfelves to be knocked 



41 



on 



* I fhould be glad to afk certain gentlemen, hw 

much their country has been benefited by their patriotic 

fpeechej 



u on the head for the preservation all that 

w 

€c is dear to them. 

" Is it poflible to lifteft,with any tolerable 
€t degree of patience, to the impertinence of 

" thofe purfe-proudwtetchts among you, who 
u with a mixture of igiiorance and ielf-im- 

€i portance, prefume to talk of the neceffity 

" of this meafure ? Can. one forbear reitibn- 
" ftrating to a wealthy ftiopkeeper on fuch 

" an occafion to this effeft ? Sir, you may, 

" perhaps, have acquired ten thoufand 



bufmefs 



* * 



* •- -• - - * , i 



* _ Y 



" zard of your peffon, and, may, probably, 
" by the fame means, increafe it to ten 
" times that fum; you are in all points at 
u perfeft liberty to continue in your occu- 

*" 4 

" patiori or to quit, and no mgn dare violate 

Cf the property jrou have thus accumulated j 

fpeeches for which they have been fo handfomely re- 
Warded ? Or whether Mr. — — * thinks him/elf over- 
paid by his palace and eftate at -— — — for the fervices 
that he did to his fellow citizens here, by his hemurablt 

wuigci^is with that worthy French banker Mr. P . 

H " now 



f 
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* now if you think yourfelf w//intitled to 
" thefe large acquifitions for fpending your 
" time behind a counter, what overbearing 
" arrogance and felfilhnefs muft poffefs you, 
" to expeft, that I, who am as free-born as 
" yourfelf, fliould devote my life and liberty 

" for fo trifling a confideration, purely that 
" fucb wretches as you may enjoy your pof- 
*' feffions in fafety ? 



" What is your merit in retailing cloth, 

u or plumbs, or filk, compared with ours, 
" in defending our country at the peril of 

" our lives ? If you were to perform the 



* ■* 



" fame fervices, I fhould be glad to know 

* 

" how much of the national wealth would 

m 

u fuffice to anfwer your ideas, if you hap- 
" pened to be your own paymafters ? 

" May not this remonftrance be applied 
" with equal )\xAico .to every other clafs that 
" I have enumerated? 



" That 
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" That you are aftuated by the ftfongeff 
" perfonal motives I readily acknowledge, 
" becaufe you are in poffeffion of all that 
" can make life defirable, and therefore it 

" is not altogether unnatural that you fhould 



<f endeavour to retain thofe bjeffings, efpe*- 
" cially if you can contrive ta do it without 
" any trouble or hazard to, yourfelv^ but 
" why will you not allow us ta feel a 
u tofich of your condition, in being operated 
" upon by felf-love ? 



<< We are no{ kconfcious, of that equality 

« which the laws of the conftitution iatitle 

" us to, which make perfonal liberty at leaft 

4 

" as.facred as property; and we are more- 

1 

« over informed, that the writers on na- 
«« tural and and political law, have pro- 

" nounced that no fmgle member- of a for 
« ciety, much lefs a large body, can intirely 
" forego their own intereft and well-being 
«< for ever s ir* compliment to the reft of the 

H 2 " com^ 
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" community ; fuch renunciation being al- 
" moll felf-evidently void, as being incom~ 

f patible with a rational exiftence. 



i 



" In expatiating thus largely on this fub- 

" je£t, I hope to have made it appear tole- 
" rably plain, that your interpretation of 
" the term ncceffity may be fairly refolved 

< i 

" into two proppfitions (to which no rea- 
" fonable being can affent) viz. That it i9 
* c neceffary you (hould live in a ftate of opu- 

t 

" lence, luxury, &c. and that it is neceffary, 

'< we fhould dedicate our whole exiftence to 

+ 

" procure andprejirve to you the enjoyment. 
" of thofe blefiings infafety. 



u I have heard with no fmall contempt, 



H * I 



" fome trifling retainers to this opinion affert, 

u that it is our bufinefs to fuggeft an alter- 
" native, and that if we cannot 3 you have a 

" t right to compel us to fubmit; which 
*' mode of arguing appears juft as reafon- 
V able, as that a great man in the country, 

ihoqld 



T m 
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" fhould have a right in cold weather to fend 
*f his domeftics to unihatch his poor neigh- 
(t hours cottage, for fuel to kindle his fires, 
" becaufe the other was not able to rejijl, or 
" to inform them, where they might go and 

4 

" get furze with as little trouble. 



" There are others, however, who have 
" candour enough to argue from what they 
" efteem parallel cafes; for inflance, they 
f c mention the circumftance of a gentleman, 
" who takes a hungry dog into his family, 

" where he is chained up in the day-time 
M and fed upon bare bones, and dry crufts, 
(i and at night is let loofe to defend the hen- 
" roofts, and to keep off thieves and houfe- 
" breakers. Now, fay they, there is no dif- 

" puting the Tquire's right to order his fer- 
<( vants to hang or knock the poor devil 
fi on the head ; to which argument I am not 
P much difpofed to reply (although it mull 

* 

*' be owned to be the faireft that has been 

fC produced) 



( H ) 



produced) 



zptnefs 



* e and partly* beeaufe feme perfons may be 



wnjfii 



F 

*' tance too much. 



u When you plead your incapacity of de- 
" fending yourfelves from an ignorance of 
" naval affairs, in the name of common 

" fenfe, may we not juftly retort that argun 
" ment, as the moft fhameful reproach of 
• f your negligence ? 



*' If we are content to earn a bare fubjif* 
u tance by the pradtice of this profeffion* 
" and have nothing atfiake, how much more 
u does it behove you, who are fa deeply in* 

4t terejted) to qualify yourfelves to defenc^ 

" your own pofleffions? You have evejy 

" thing valuable to hazard, while we have 

" nothing either in pofleffion 01; reverfion, 

" to ftirtxulate us to fuch defperate fervices. 



" If 
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" If you cannot ip^re bands from your 
*' manufaftories, retrench the train of your 
" fupernumerary domeftics ; reduce the .«a- 
" wcejjkry numbers of thole who' are em- 
*' ployed in your various offices; let your 



." young men of rank .and fortune (as in 
" Qijeen Elizabeth's time) apply themfeives 
" to the. ftudy aft<J pra&ice of a fcience fo 
" honourable in- itfelf, and fo ejfential to the 
" prefervstion pf their poileffions, they may 
" ftill have : time enough to devote to hunt-* 

" ing, racing, dancing, fencing, gambling, 

" dreffing, and, to their common debauche- 
11 ries and aipufements, 



n 



When you alledge, that by taking hands 



* ■* 



< f from your manufactories to increafe the 
** number of feamen, you inhance the na- 
" tionat expenge, snd at the fame time 'ief* 
" fin the fund for fupporting it ; I deride 

<c ihthifoknce of your argument, as if wr 

?< were bound to undergo all extremities, rz* 

* 

f€ ther 
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" ther than you fhould endure the kajl dlml* 

" nation of your wealth and grandeur. Be- 



" fide, that this argument has not wanted 
■" a refutation (iipon your own Maxim) 

" from the confideration of the injury done 
" to trade, by the Jkddtn detention of fo ma- 
u ny veifels, after they are freighted ; where- 
" by the merchant is liable to have his com- 
" modities greatly damaged, J as well as 
" perhaps to lofe his maricet for- them -, and 
" if this were Hot a fufficient' atffwer, 
" fufpend your argument until mat ctafes to 
u be a fund, from- the fcandalous ! want of 

" economy, in the whole detail of your in- 
u ternal policy, and from the enormous fu~ 

- J. 

" perfluity of wealth, with which fo' many 
" among you abound. 



" I fhall now clofe what I had to ad- 
" vance on this fubjeft, by offering it to your 
u ferious confideration, whether it does not 

u become fo great and opulent anation, whofo 

" welfare 
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*' welfare and frefervation depends fo much 

" on a maritime force, to appropriate fome 

u part of her vaft revenues to the fupport of 
" fuch a conjiant number of feamen, as will 
" not expofe her, upon every alarm of public 
" danger, to the odious and unfeemly neceffity 
" of violating the moft facred part of her 
" conftitution, in the perfons of thofe who 
" form one of the moft valuable branches of 
" the commonwealth." 



This is the fubftaftce of what may be fup- 
pofed to have been delivered, by a man of 
plain fenfe, in fupporting the rights of him- 
felf and his brethren, againft the ungenerous 
hardfhips impofed on them by the reft of 
the community ; wherein although there may 
appear to be fomewhat of tautology and want 
of method, yet as the arguments them/elves 
are too juft to be controuled or refuted, thofe 

imperfections may be eafily paffcd over, ef- 
pecially in a feafaring man, 

I Upon 
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f Upon the whole, no man can be weak' 
enough to controvert the right that the exe- 
cutive part of government ought to have, of 
exercifing fuch a power, in cafes of real nc- 

t 

ceffity : but I appeal to every candid, fenfible 
man, whether it is not a monjtrous reproach 
to the policy of a commercial mi free coun- 
try, whofe inhabitants affeft to extol withfo 
much parade, the fuperior excellence of their 
conflkutioHy not to guard againjl the neceffity 
of fuch a barbarous prattice, efpecially when 
there is fo obvious an expedient * for prevent- 
ing it ; nor indeed can fuch a neceffity ever 

be faid to exift, but when all reafonable pro- 

vifwns, that a wife government c.an fubftitute, 

have failed f and in thofe cafes, a Britifh fai- 
lor is fo far from wanting extraordinary en- 
couragement to incite him to his duty, that 

* Can it be faid, that (in the whole detail of govern- 
ment expence) an annual fum equivalent to what would 
be requiiite for the remedy of this evil, (by increafing 
our conftant naval eftablifhment) is applied in any other 



iuftance with equal benefit to the commonwealth. 



hi; 
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m 

his generous alacrity is rather apt to carry hint 
to works of fupererrogation. 

Notwithftanding the Englifli value them* 

felves fo highly on their humanity and the 

equity of their government, it is juftly ob- 



4> 



'tfurd 



tyranny towards the moft meritorious branch 

of the community $ and that in thus fteelmg 
our hearts againft the fufferings of our de- 
fenders) and by making our eftimate of the. 
public good, with an exclufion of all regard 
to their welfare, we renounce all obligations 

O 

of humanity, and gratitude, as well as of their 

+ 

legal rights, although (as they juftly remark)- 
our fenate is multiplying ftatutes without 
end, for regulating every trivial article of 

T 

accommodation for the reft of the fociety. 

In fhort, it is evident from the brutal feU 

fjhnefs, wherewith ws facrifice this deferving 

fet of people to pur own eafe and advantage, 

that, with all the boafted good qualities of 

I z Engliftw 
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Englishmen, no degree of cultivation can 
throughly eradicate the natural favagenefs of 
our difpofrtion ; nor pan their need a ftronger 
proof of this obfervation, than that the help- 
lefs poverty and ignorance of the fufferers> 

inftead of cxcititw an attention to their re- 
lief, operates with us only as an in- 
ducement to aggravate and confirm their 

oppreffions. 



I am by no means contending againft that 

14 

unavoidable inequality of circumftance, which 
mull neceffarily happen in all focieties, or that 

1 

thefe people fliould become rich and great $ 
that is hardly practicable, although I ihall 
not allow it to be for want of equal preten- 
tions with the reft of their neighbours : but 
however contemptible their poverty and help- 
kf$ Jhuation may render them in the eftima- 
tion of ajpiring men, I cannot help thinking 
it might become them, to mingle fo much 
humanity with their ambitious purfuits, as to 
abolifh this cruel expedient, and by the libera- 
lity 
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lity of their encouragement and aproper atten- 
tion to their welfare, afford them fomc ra- 
tional inducement to become the defenders 
of their country, which is more indebted to 
tjiem than to all the peers, fenators and mi- 
nifters that ever exifted. 



Notwithftanding the illiberal and evafive 

fliynefs, with which fome flavifh advocates 
have injinuated their arbitrary opinions on 
this head; from the venal apprehenfions 
(I fuppofe) of fpoiling their profped of pre- 
ferment, by giving an opinion that might 
be offenfive to the court and miniftry *, I 

fliall 

4 

* There is no inftance hardly that can place the profcf- 
fors of the law in a more odious and contemptible light, 
than the partiality of their equivocal declarations on this 
meafure, towards the arbitrary fide of the queftion : it 
is hardly to be credited, that among fo numerous a herd 
there fliould not be one (in fo long a feries of time) of 
any eminence, that has ever been honejl and difintcrcjhd 
enough to ftand forth as a champion in defence of the 
fights of thefe valuable but helplefs people, againft the 
inhuman opprfiffions of their fellow-fubje&s : at the fame 
time, that when a wealthy commoner or a peer becomes 
their client, there is no chicane or fophiftry they would 

not 
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IJiall make no fcruple to announce in the 

* 

flainejl terms, my fenfe of the rights of a 
free-born fubjed:, by aflerting, that if I 
were a common failor, innocent and unac- 
cufed of any crime againft my king and 
country, and any monarch of thefe realms 
(without any addition to the frefent prero- 
gative of the crown, and with no tetter pre- 

tence of ftateneceffity, than occurred when the 

/^prefs warrants were ilTued) fliould hereafter 

think proper, fo far to violate his coronation 

oath, as to make a ferfonal attempt to de- 
prive me, by violence, of my liberty; I fhould 
(under fuch circumftances) confider myfelf 
as jujlified by the laws of the land, in rejljling 

yjot exert in defending a caufc that was ever fo clearly 
unjuft or infamous. 

r 

I heartily wifti that this cenfure from an obfeure in-* 
dividual was likely to affecl thefe gentlemen, enough to 
prompt them to a generous exertion of their talents for 

■ 

the redrefs of fo plain and flagrant a breach of the con- 
stitution ; nor could any thing give me greater pleafure, 
than to have an occafion to retract this reproach, although 

the circumftances were to be ever fo humiliating. 

him 
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him to the uttnoft, although I may think 
proper at the fame time to add, that I ihould 
practice fo much forbearance as to wave my 
privilege, rather than carry it to fuch extre- 
mity as to offer him any perfonal injury, if 
it were poffible to be avoided. 



I am not infenfible of my own hazard, 
if this affertion were not JlriSily conformable 

to the laws of our conftitution ; but in a firm 

reliance on my motto, I am perfectly ealy 
on that point, leaving it to thofe adroit pre- 
rogative advocates, Lord Mansfield, with hi* 
Attorney and Solicitor-general, to make th« 
moll of it. 



\ 



. If the miniftry fhould prefume to cenfurs 

me for licentious boldnefs, in making fuch 
a declaration of the fubjedt's right, I have 

■ m ■* 

no other apology, than to place it to the ac- 
count of their own audacity and unprincipled 

: condu&, in taking the advantage of the eafy 

difpo- 
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difpofition of their royal mailer, to lead hirti 
into fuch errors. 



I cannot however, but take notice, that 

w ■ 

ihofe who attempt to exculpate their prince, 
upon the plea of his ignorance in fo facred 
a point, and in a cafe where it is fo perfectly 

clear, pay him but a poor compliment in 
their defence ; neither is it poffible, hardly, 

to fuppofe, that a king, even with the moft 
Jlender abilities, who has fuch an excefs of 
piety as to entertain an implacable enmity to 
certain perfons for the immorality of their 

jrfiaratters, can be ignorant of that of his 
own minijhrs fince the fame channel is open 

for information with regard to one as the 

other, and the ''obligations as to the latter 
much more interefting. 



How then can a fubjeft with the mofi par- 
tial predile&ion in favour of apiince, recon-* 

cile to the fincerity of his profeflions, the 

choice 
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choice of the moil profligate, and abandoned 
wretch, in his dominions, to prefide in one 
of the moft confequential departments of his 
miniftry. It were to be wifhed, for the ho- 
nour of the prefent reign, that this hoary 
debauchee, might have gone to his own place 
without a rival in iniquity - y and indeed it 
could hardly have been otherwife, if hisyotmg 
collegue in office had not' lately ftarted up 
to dijpute the palm of infamy with him. 



Being wholly unconnefted with any party, 

either in or out of adminiftration, I cannot 

be fuppofed, to have written this from any 
motive of perjonal fpleen 3 nor have I the t 

fmalleft apprehenfion, that any thing here 
faid, is likely to give offence to either of 
ibefe gentlemen, who are fo much the coun- 
terparts of the celebrated Marquis of Whar- 
ton, of whom Swift fays, " He was with- 
" out the fenfe of fhame or glory, as fome 

" men are without the fenfe of fmelling, 

K " and 
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u ahd therefore a good name to him is 

" no more than a precious ointment would 
" be to thefc." 



There is no man entertains more refpec- 
table fentiments, of the amiable qualities 
of his majefty's heart, than myfelf \ but 
as they are liable to be much impofed on, 
I cannot conclude this digreffion better, 
than by a quotation from an ingenious 
author, who wrote under an arbritrary go- 
vernment, which is extremely applicable to 
a Britifli king, in the choice of his mi- 
nifters. . 



" In England, it is very common to 
" charge the faults of the prince to the 
" minifters, and I own that very often, 
" the charge is juftj but the crimes of 

" the minifters do not always excufe the 
" faults of the fovereign; for after all, 

" princes have reafon and undemanding 



« 



as 
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" as well as other people, and are maftefs 
" to do as they fleafe : if they let them- 
" felves be too much governed by thofe 
" who have the freeft accefs to them, it 
" is their fault ; they ought on feveral oc- 

" cafions, to fee with their own eyes, and 
" not be led by the nofe by a vicious and 
" interejled courtier; but if they zxzinca- 
" fable to manage matters themfelves, and 
" to diftinguifb good from evil, they ought 
" to refign the care of government to others 
" that are capable; for I do not know, 
" why we may not apply to princes, who 
govern ill, the faying of Charles Borro- 
meus, in refpefl: to bifhops, who do not 
" take care to feed their flock properly; 
" If they are incapable of fuch employ- 
" ment, why fo much ambition ? If they 
" are capable, why fo much negleft ?" 



6 



How muft it excite the indignation qf 
a liberal mind, to behold the rights and 

K 2 privileges 
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privileges of more than one hundred thoi> 
fand of the braveft, moft ufeful, £nd moft 
difinterefted fubjefts the world ever 



produced, trampled upon, by an itinerant 
ftate-quack, * who not content with the to- 
lerable fubfiftence, he had earned by hack* 
ney fpeech-making, in a neighbouring coun- 
try, wanders over hither, and upon the 
ftrength of a little fuccefs, in felling what 

he did not poffefs, ereSis hlmjelf into a 
firft-rate politician, and with moft folemn 
impudence, prefumes to give fentenct ', againft 

fhe moft facred part of our conftitutional 

cftablifhment. Does he think that a whole 
nation, are to be infatuated by a few tin? 
fel phrafes, as if all pur under/landings 
were to be eftimated from that of a few 

Jilly women. 

Not that it is to be inferred, from the 
(lerifion of this man's affeffed importance, 
that we are at all more difpofed, to ac- 



I 



quiefce 
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quiefce with the frantic decifions of a 
brainfick, fra&ious old peer, who has 
changed his principles {as they are called) 
much ojtener than he has paid his debts 5 
or that we fhould fubfcribe to the more 
artful chicane of a court lawyer, the pu~ 
fillanhnity of whofe heart feems kindly in- 
tended by Providence, as a check to 

the mifchievous qualities of his head *. 

I fhall now take leave of you and my 
-fubjeift, with a little hint of advice, 
which is, that your friends are very anx- 
ious, that you ihould retire to our Jijler 
nation, and beftow the remainder of your 
time, in emulating the virtues of her late 
defunff patriot, as they are under flrong 
apprehenfions, that you are exhaufiing all 
your topics of abufe, with no other pro£ 
peft, than that of fharing the fame fate with 
your prototype Mr. Wilkes : but if they 
cannot prevail fo far as this, they wifh at 

* L. C. and L. M. who with fo much infolence, af~ 

ferted the right of preffing in the Houfc of Lords. 

leaft 
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leaft, that you would leave off, that im- 
pertinent, empty jargon, about impeach- 
ments, and pledging yourfelf to your coun- 
try; fince people who are only acquainted 
with the place of your nativity, are at a 
lofs to comprehend your meaning; while 

thofe who are rightly informed as to your 
political views, and the pliant philanthropy 
of your temper, have already anticipated 

the honourable figure, you are likely to 

exhibit, fome time or other, at the levees 
of thofe, who at prefent, are the greateft 

obje&s of your reprobation ; provided they 
have weaknefs or placability enough, in 
their difpofitions, to Men to the private 
intimations, whereby you meanly attempt 
to exculpate yourfelf, from the odium of 
your rancorous productions, in the repe- 
tition of which, you have gone fo far be- 
yond Mr. Wilkes, that the nation cannot 
fail to obferve, how much you have be- 
nefited by his example in pajjing over 

Lord 
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Lord Bute fo lightly, from which cir- 
cumftance, it manifeftly appears, how 
much fafer it is to abufe the fovereign 
than his favourite. 



r 



FINIS. 
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Lord Bute fa lightly, from which cir- 
cumftance, it manifeftly appears, how 
much fafer it is to abufe the fovereign 
than his favourite. 




POST- 



* 



POSTS C R I P T, 



TO THE 



KING. 




S I R, 

HE decent refpeil which policy 
has wifely eftablifhed towards the 
office of a chief magiftrate, hath been 
carried to fuch an excels oipsrfonal fervility 
and adulation, by the dependents on a court, 
that the bulk of mankind, whom ftate and 

ceremony keeps at a diihnce, are almoft 
perfuaded, that their Rulers are of a fuperior 
fpecies of exiftence - y not recollecting or ob- 

ferving, that the Idol which they have fet up , 
is fubjeft to as many imperfections as them- 

felves; and that his natural frailties and bad 

qualities are rather cultivated than corrcBed 

by the .education he c$n pick up from the 

leflbns of his fervile tutors or a ftupid page, 

moft of his time being chiefly engroffed 

by 



( 73 ) 

■ 

by the latter, who generally happens to 
be a fupcrmmcrary footman of fome nobleman 
about the court : but as your Ma- 
jefty has experienced the inconvenience of 
this in your own cafe,' we. may reafonably 
hope you will take care to guard againft it, 
in the tuition of your own progeny. 

I thought it neceffary to premife this oh- 
fervation, in order to obviate that undiftin- 
guifhing cenfure, that is generally beftowed 

^ 

on private perfons, when they venture to 
give their fentiments on the conduit of their 
governors, who would gladly have it taken 
for granted, that an exdufive knowledge 
js annexed to their office j although if that 

were the cafe, there is fome reafon to won-r 
der, that power Ihould have changed hands 

fo frequently, fiji^e yoi^r Majefty's acceffion. 



Having (aid thus much by way of intro- 
duction to my fubject, I {hall proceed to in- 
form you, that this addrefs, is in behalf of 
the body of common failors, who, befides the 
general claim of their birth-right, are as we}l 
intitjled* from particular merit and utility, to 

h z your 
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your protedlion, as any other branch of the 
community. 



I lhall hot adopt the ftile of a venal fac- 
tion by railing at your mjnifter, becaufe there 
feems to. be little probability of the n^tioji 

being benefited by a change; but- will en- 
deavour to illuftrate my argument, by an 
inftance, which is greatly to the discredit 
of the lajl reign, thereby conforming, in 

fome degree, to the decent pradice of your 

courtiers, who were early taught by the 
precept and example of your favourite, that 

they could not poffibly render themfelves 
more aceptable to their new monarch, than 
by reviling the memory of his predeceilbr. 

■ 

To place this fubjedt in the ftrongeft point 
of view, it will be neceiTary to recite an ar- 
tide of the Coronation Oath, together with 
the declaration of the people's rights, to 

which that oath chkjlj refers. 



The biiliop -ex the coronation fays, 4< Will 
" you folemnly promife and fwcar, to go- 
vern the people of England and die do- 
minion? thereunto belonging, according 

" to 



4i 



*( 
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w to the Jlaiutes in parliament agreed on* 
" and the laws and cuftoms of the 
" fame?" 



The King fays, " I folemnly promife fo 



" to do. 



M 



Magna Cbarta, which has been frequent- 
ly confirmed^ by ftibfequent ftatutes, fays, 
-" No freeman ihall be taken or imprifmeiL 
" or diifeifed of his freehold or of his H- 
*•< bsrties, or free cuftoms, or be outlawed 
u or baniftied, or otherwife deftroyed, nor 
" fliall the King pafs upon, or commit him 

" to prifony nnlefs by the lawful judgment 
" of his petrs, or by the law of the land/* 
Now the Warrants for imprejjing men, 
which were granted by authority of the late 
King's commiffion, by which a parcel of 

armed ruffians were let loofe, to excrcife a 
difcretionary violence in the leisure of h^ 
innocent fubjc&s, with various other circum- 
itanccs of cruelty, were a notorious viola- 
tion of the above oath. 



Nor will this grofs perjury admit of any 

palliation from the plea of ignorance or ftu- 

pidity 
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* 

Jridity,.uhle& we were to conceive it fofuper*- 
htively great, that he could not have diftin- 

guiflied the pcrfon of the Pretender from 

himfelf. Much lefs can it be defended 
•from the more ufual plea of neceffity, be- 
caufe, it was in his own option to decide 
whether any fuch neceffity fhould exift, 

* I * 

fince he could not but be confcious> that upon 
his fignifying to parliament, that he was re- 
iblved to adhere flriftly to his oath, they 
would have found themfelves obliged to do 

their ditty y by making fome $onflitutional 
provifion againft this inhuman pra&ice. 

Now, although like condufions muft fol-r 
low from like premifes,' I think it prudent 
to declare that what I have here alledged of 
vour Royal Grandfather, is. wholly inappli- 
cable to any thing, that has happened during 
your reign ; but is merely intended as a time- 
ly warning to your Majefty, not to, fuffer 



J 



fut tire 



Perhaps it may not be amifs to add, that 

if this had been written at that period, it 

would only have aggravated the criminality 

of 



\ 



/ 
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of his breach of oath, if he had been of fo 

w 

ignoble a difpofrtion, as to have attempted 
to revenge himfelf on any fubjett, who had 

honefty and fortitude enough to reproach him 

for his injujiice and falfiood; nor could 
mankind have failed to remark, that it was 

^ w 

infinitely more fcandalbus and unbecoming, 
for a prince to perjure himfelf, than for a 
fubje& to remonftrate againfthis conduit, in 
fuch a cafe. 



There can never be a more favourable 
juncture for the redrefs of this evil ; the na- 
tion is in a ftate of tranquility with regard to 
foreign powers, and as the parliament is 
now fitting, a meffage from your Majefty to 
the cffed I have juft mentioned, muft una- 
voidably lay them under the necejjliy of 
finding a remedy. 



It may not be altogether unprofitable to 

remind you, that the meaneft fubjefl: holds 
the claim of his birth-right by, at kajl, as 

facreel a tenure as you do your crown, and 

that the fole end for which your family 
were introduced, was for the more effectual 

pre- 
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preservation of thofe. rights,- which; are* riot 

to be trampled upon, ur\der fas tyrannic pre- 
tence, of a no'triihal neceffity. .' * -, 

w 

Moreover, remember -,. Sir, that .the plea 
of a neceffity, which a man may] prevent 

whenever, he cfafes,. cannot acquit ,h\m 

of the imputation that follows from the 
breach of his oath ; and that the un- 

bounded generofity y which You and Your', s 
have experienced from this nation, infinitely 

tranfcend all the good you can poffibly do 
in return, I am, with the profoundeft re- 
fpeft, both to Yourfelf, and the high office 

You bear, 



S I R, 
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Your moft* loyal fubjed:, 



$hi Sailors' Advocate* > 
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